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empire, must, if there is to be a chance of enduring peace, be
economically viable, politically stable, and militarily defensible.
The formula required delicate and subtle compromises at every
point and no possible settlement could have been perfect. The
Versailles settlement had, however, the unique peculiarity of
being necessarily wrong at every point because it was based on
a wrong principle. The frontiers of the new Poland, obviously
the most vulnerable of all the new states, were strategically
indefensible. The Austro-Hungarian Empire was split up into
a number of states, none of which was economically viable.
The Baltic republics existed from the very start purely by grace
of Russia. Germany was left intentionally without a frontier,
with her territory cut in two by the Polish Corridor, with a
large group of her population on the wrong side of the
Czechoslovakian frontier, and crippled by an undisclosed
liability for reparations. Germany herself, perhaps, suffered
no injustice by this treatment, but the rest of the world did, and
will continue to do so for many generations. By rendering
Germany permanently unstable politically, we destroyed the
possibility of peace for the rest of Europe. We also placed the
whole world on the horns of a dilemma. By the balkanization
of Southern and Eastern Europe we created a situation in which
a stable regime, if it ever arose in Germany, would find no
effective barrier to German expansion either south or east. If,
on the other hand, Germany remained disorganized, discon-
tented and impoverished, there could be no effective European
recovery. Meanwhile, the French frontier remained as vulner-
able in 1919 as it had been four years before.

The gravely mistaken effort to construct a new Europe in
defiance of history, geography, and economics, was justified, in
the view of the authors of the Versailles Treaty by the device
of tacking the peace treaties on to the new League of Nations
and looking to the machinery of the League instead of the
balance of power to preserve peace and to rectify anomalies or
injustices as'they arose or were disclosed. The irresponsibility
thus actually imposed on the great powers might perhaps in
any case have been fatal to the restoration of order in the world,
but the failure of the experiment was made certain by major
and irreparable mistakes in the drafting of the League Covenant.